treatment with penicillin need be continued for the full 10 days recommended for bona fide streptococcal infections.' Compared with many other laboratory diagnostic aids, a throat culture is nominal in cost. The cost may be more than redeemed by the savings from withholding or discontinuing useless antibiotic therapy.
As with other laboratory tests, a throat culture may be misleading unless properly taken, processed, and interpreted. For example, a common error is to confuse the nonpathogenic green (alpha) streptococci with those that produce upper respiratory infections. It is therefore essential that the practicing physician have some knowledge of the entire procedure) both to insure that the culture is correctly taken and handled and to evaluate the reports received from the laboratory.
Many technics have been employed for the isolation of beta hemolytic streptococci, and a more detailed discussion of the problem may be found elsewhere. [2] [3] [4] The object here is to present briefly a simple method which has proved successful in identifying these organisms in cultures of the throat.
Preparation of Media A suitable medium for identifying beta hemolytic streptococci should be prepared before the throat culture is taken in order to avoid delay in inoculation. Beta One of the simplest methods of differentiating group A streptococci is by their bacitracin sensitivity.5 Colonies of beta hemolytic streptococci are subcultured onto blood agar plates, and a bacitracin-containing paper strip or disc is placed over the area of inoculations so as to influence both heavily and lightly inoculated zones. After 18 to 24 hours' incubation, plates are examined for bacitracin inhibition. If any colonies grow up to the edge of the disc, the strain is recorded as resistant, i.e., non-group A. If inhibition of hemolysis but not of growth is observed, it must be ascertained that the subculture is not a mixture of a sensitive group A strain and a resistant non-beta hemolytic strain. In cases of acute infection, growth of beta hemolytic streptococci may be sufficiently heavy to make a dependable interpretation of inhibition or lack of inhibition around a bacitracin disc placed on the primary blood agar plate.
The bacitracin method correlates well with serologic grouping when special differentiation discs containing 1 
